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9th May 2015 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 

Re: Dog and Cat Reforms 
 
I am writing in response to the Draft Code of Practice for the Welfare of Dogs and 
Cats in Breeding Facilities. Including in this response is a table, responding to each 
individual standard outlined in the proposed Code, the changes that are necessary, and 
the rationale for suggesting such a change. 
 
It concerns me that this Code at times replicates legislation already seen in The 
Animal Welfare Act and The Dog and Cat Management Act (or its proposed changes). 
This complicates animal management in the state, for both those responsible for 
animals and those authorised persons responsible for upholding the legislation. Many 
of my recommendations are based on removing this duplication of legislation. 
 
My other suggestions for changes are chiefly based upon removing undue burden for 
small hobby breeders, standards with no scientific basis, and the ease this document 
allows animals to be euthanised.  
 
While I have responded to the Draft Code of Practice, it is important to note that a 
breeder registration scheme is problematic in itself. There is no evidence that breeder 
registration results in greater consumer confidence or satisfaction. There are risks that 
such legislation would cause a decline in ethical breeders (as they may be priced out 
of the scheme) while unethical breeders who produce many puppies for profit will be 
most suited to respond to the standards. Further, considering the authorised persons 
already inadequately enforce The Animal Welfare Act and The Dog and Cat 
Management Act, I have little faith that any new legislation will be adequately 
enforced. 
 
Considering this, it would be best for no breeder registration scheme to be 
implemented. However, failing that, the standards at least need to be heavily reviewed 
in order to address the issues of duplication, impact on small breeders, lack of 
scientific rationale, and simplistic euthanasia procedures. Because of the number of 
problematic standards in this draft code, a second review process needs to be 
undertaken at the very least. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Tegan Whalan 
0421 506 482 
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R
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3.1.1 The person in charge of the facility is responsible 
for com

pliance w
ith all Standards w

ithin this C
ode. 

- 
- 

3.1.2 The person in charge of the facility m
ust be aw

are 
of their responsibilities tow

ards the anim
als in their 

care. Each day, a person m
ust be in attendance w

ith 
sufficient frequency to m

eet the requirem
ents of this 

C
ode, and m

ust be know
ledgeable and com

petent to: • 
provide for the anim

als’ care and w
elfare • provide for 

the feeding and w
atering of the anim

als • take 
reasonable steps to protect anim

als from
 distress or 

injury caused by other anim
als or interference by 

people • clean and ensure proper hygiene in the facility 
• identify signs of com

m
on diseases of the anim

als 
kept. 

- 
- 

3.1.3 W
here trainees and volunteers are engaged by the 

facility they m
ust w

ork under the supervision of trained 
and experienced staff. 

- 
- 

3.1.4 Facilities m
ust engage sufficient staff to m

eet 
these Standards and ensure the w

elfare of the anim
als 

being kept. 

R
em

ove section. 
U

nnecessary. 3.1.1 states that the person in charge of 
the facility is responsible for com

plying w
ith the code. 

O
bviously, this involves em

ploying staff to m
eet the 

requirem
ents of the code. 

!
!
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4.1.1 The follow
ing inform

ation m
ust be recorded for 

each anim
al that is housed at the facility: • a description 

w
hich includes: » nam

e » m
icrochip num

ber (if 
m

icrochipped) » sex (including w
hether desexed) » 

breed » colour » the pedigree registration num
ber (for 

purebred anim
als) of ow

ned and leased anim
als » 

distinguishing features » any special m
edical and 

dietary requirem
ents • the history of the anim

al w
hich 

includes: » date of birth » the date of acquisition/arrival 
» vaccination status » details of preventative and 
veterinary treatm

ent, for exam
ple routine husbandry 

procedures such as w
orm

ing or parasite control » 
details of m

edical history » any genetic or other health 
testing undertaken • m

ethod of disposal of the anim
al 

w
hich includes: » the date and details of the sale or give 

aw
ay » if anim

als are euthanised the date, reason and 
m

ethod for euthanasia » if the anim
al died, the date of 

death, w
hether or not a necropsy w

as perform
ed and the 

cause of death (if know
n) • if the anim

al is leased: » the 
nam

e, address and telephone num
ber of the ow

ner or 
lessee » the nam

e and contact telephone num
ber of the 

veterinary practitioner w
ho norm

ally attends the 
anim

al. 

R
em

ove section. 
R

ecord keeping outlined here is extensive and 
burdensom

e for a hobby breeder.  

4.1.2 Inform
ation w

hich details each litter bred m
ust be 

recorded and m
ust include: • the nam

e and m
icrochip 

num
ber of both the dam

 and the sire (if m
icrochipped) • 

the date of m
ating(s) • the date of w

helping or queening 
• identification details for each anim

al w
ithin the litter 

including any abnorm
alities or deaths. 

- 
- 

4.1.3 R
ecords m

ust be retained for no less than five 
years after the death or disposal of the anim

al and all 
staff m

ust be able to produce the records at the request 
of an inspector under the A

nim
al W

elfare A
ct 1985. 

R
em

ove section. 
R

ecord keeping outlined here is extensive and 
burdensom

e for a hobby breeder. 

!
!
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4.1.4 The facility m
ust have a docum

ented program
 in 

place to control insects, external parasites (including 
fleas, lice, ticks) and vertebrate pests (for exam

ple rats 
or m

ice). This program
 m

ust be kept at the facility and 
all staff m

ust be able to produce or access it and m
ust 

be fam
iliar w

ith its content. 

4.1.4 The facility m
ust have a docum

ented program
 in 

place to control insects, external parasites (including 
fleas, lice, ticks) and vertebrate pests (for exam

ple rats 
or m

ice), if evidence of such parasites or pests are 
sighted. This program

 m
ust be kept at the facility and 

all staff m
ust be able to produce or access it and m

ust 
be fam

iliar w
ith its content. 

U
nnecessary for facilities to have a docum

ented 
program

 of parasite and pest control if the facility has 
never w

itnessed the parasites or pests. 

4.1.5 Each facility m
ust have a docum

ented procedure 
for the sw

ift rem
oval of anim

als from
 the facility, in the 

case of em
ergency. This procedure m

ust be kept at the 
facility and all staff m

ust be able to produce or access it 
and m

ust be fam
iliar w

ith its content. 

R
em

ove section. 
R

ecord keeping outlined here is extensive and 
burdensom

e for a hobby breeder. 

5.1.1.1 V
ehicles, caravans, portable crates and the craw

l 
space under any dw

elling m
ust not be used as 

perm
anent housing. 

U
nsure. 

C
urrently unclear w

hat ‘perm
anent housing’ definition 

is. 

5.1.1.2 B
reeding facilities m

ust have a clean and 
adequate w

ater supply, sufficient to m
eet the daily 

requirem
ents of the anim

als. 

R
em

ove section. 
A

n individual is already in violation of the A
nim

al 
W

elfare A
ct if they fail to provide an anim

al w
ith 

w
ater. 

5.1.1.3 B
reeding facilities m

ust be designed, 
constructed, serviced and m

aintained in a w
ay that: • 

provides for the good health and w
ellbeing of the 

anim
als • m

inim
ises the risk of the transm

ission of 
infectious disease agents • m

inim
ises the risk of escape 

of anim
als • M

inim
ises the risk of injury to anim

als and 
hum

ans 

U
nsure. 

Section is vague, subjective, and unenforceable.  

5.1.1.4 A
nim

als m
ust be provided w

ith protection from
 

rain and w
ind, direct sunlight or other adverse w

eather 
conditions and m

ust be provided w
ith clean, dry, 

dedicated sleeping areas. 

- 
- 

5.1.1.5 If a facility houses both dogs and cats, cat 
housing m

ust be sufficiently distant or otherw
ise 

isolated from
 dog housing to m

inim
ise the stress to cats 

created by the sound, sight or sm
ell of dogs. 

- 
- 

!
!
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5.1.1.6 H
ousing m

ust m
eet the m

inim
um

 sizes show
n in 

Tables 1 and 2 below
. These lim

its do not apply to 
anim

als being tem
porarily housed w

hile undergoing 
treatm

ent or being transported for a disease or injury. 

5.1.1.6 H
ousing m

ust m
eet the m

inim
um

 sizes show
n in 

Tables 1 and 2 below
. These lim

its do not apply to 
anim

als being tem
porarily housed. (Section: “w

hile 
undergoing treatm

ent or being transported for a 
disease or injury” rem

oved.) 

A
s the code is currently w

ritten, crates have been 
banned. C

rates are im
portant for confining dogs for a 

num
ber of purposes, and are often spaces that dogs 

deliberately seek out for rest. A
s dogs are often crated 

during m
edical treatm

ent or transport, a fam
iliarity w

ith 
crates is im

portant to m
inim

ize stress at these tim
es. 

C
rates need to be perm

itted and the only w
ay to do this 

is to m
ake changes to the housing sizes show

n. 
5.1.1.7 A

nim
als: • m

ust be provided w
ith sleeping areas 

that have clean, hygienic, dry bedding, appropriate to 
the species and breed, sufficient for the num

ber of 
anim

als held, and sufficient to insulate them
 from

 the 
floor • m

ust not be in extended contact w
ith w

et floors • 
m

ust not be kept exclusively on w
ire flooring. 

- 
- 

5.1.1.8 C
ats m

ust be provided: • w
ith a suitable box 

each in w
hich to hide or sleep • a litter tray that is at 

least 1.2 tim
es the length of the cat and that contains a 

sufficient depth of m
aterial such as com

m
ercial cat 

litter, saw
dust, shavings, sand or shredded paper. 

- 
- 

5.1.1.9 A
n area m

ust either be available at the facility 
or at a veterinary hospital w

here anim
als can be kept in 

isolation. There m
ust be docum

ented and dem
onstrable 

biosecurity m
easures in place prior to use. 

R
em

ove section. 
Excessive dem

ands of sm
all hobby breeders to have an 

isolation area, and it is excessive to require vets to 
provide w

ritten docum
entation of their availability of 

their facilities for isolation. 
5.1.1.10 A

nim
als know

n or suspected to be suffering 
from

 a significant infectious disease or severe injury 
m

ust be taken directly to w
here they can be kept in 

isolation unless it is in the anim
al’s w

elfare to be 
housed w

ith other anim
als and does not put the other 

anim
als at risk. 

- 
- 

5.1.1.11 A
 cat isolation facility m

ust be a sufficient 
distance or otherw

ise isolated from
 dog housing to 

m
inim

ise the stress created by the sound, sight or sm
ell 

of dogs. 

- 
- 

!
!
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5.2.1.1 H
ousing m

ust have a shaded area to escape 
direct exposure from

 the sun. 
R

em
ove section. 

A
lready covered in 5.1.1.4. 

5.2.1.2 A
nim

als m
ust be protected from

 extrem
es of 

tem
perature. 

R
em

ove section. 
A

lready covered in 5.1.1.4. 

5.2.1.3 The duration and intensity of artificial lighting, 
if used, m

ust be as close as possible to natural 
conditions, sufficient to allow

 thorough inspection and 
observation of anim

als and m
ust m

im
ic the prevailing 

natural light cycles. A
nim

als m
ust be protected from

 
excessive light that is generated from

 an external 
source. 

- 
- 

5.2.1.4 H
ousing areas m

ust sufficiently ventilated to 
m

aintain the health of the anim
als, w

hile m
inim

ising 
undue draughts, odours and m

oisture condensation. 

U
nsure. 

Section is vague, subjective, and unenforceable. 

5.2.1.5 A
ir ventilation devices, if used, m

ust have an air 
change rate sufficient to distribute fresh air evenly to all 
of the anim

al holding areas ; and m
ust have a back-up 

system
 in case the system

 becom
es inoperable. 

- 
- 

5.3.1.1 The facility m
ust be able to be reasonably 

secured to prevent access by unauthorised people. 
- 

- 

5.3.1.2 H
ousing m

ust be fitted w
ith a secure closing 

device that cannot be opened by the anim
als held. 

R
em

ove section. 
C

overed by section 5.3.1.4. 

5.3.1.3 A
nim

als m
ust not be able to escape except in 

circum
stances that cannot reasonably be foreseen and 

guarded against. 

- 
- 

5.3.1.4 U
nauthorised people m

ust not have access to 
anim

al holding areas unless under the supervision of a 
staff m

em
ber. 

- 
- 

5.3.1.5 A
ll potential poisons and harm

ful substances, 
w

hether in storage or in use, m
ust be kept out of reach 

of anim
als. 

- 
- 

6.1.1.1 Each anim
al m

ust be individually identified. 
R

em
ove section. 

C
overed by proposed changes to the D

og and C
at 

M
anagem

ent A
ct that requires all anim

als to be 
m

icrochipped. 
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6.1.1.2 A
ppropriate m

easures m
ust be im

plem
ented to 

m
inim

ise the risk of distress or injury caused by other 
anim

als. This includes supervising anim
als sharing an 

exercise area unless they are know
n to be com

patible. 

- 
- 

6.1.1.3 A
nim

als m
ust be protected from

 distress or 
injury caused by interference by people. 

- 
- 

6.1.1.4 A
nim

als that m
ust be kept in isolation m

ust be 
kept in a quiet, w

arm
 and dry area. In m

ost instances, 
the follow

ing categories of anim
als m

ust be isolated : • 
anim

als w
ith dependent young • anim

als about to give 
birth • anim

als in season, w
here it is not the intention to 

breed • sick or injured anim
als. 

R
em

ove section. 
A

nim
als due to give birth should not be kept in 

isolation, but supervised by som
eone experienced in 

w
helping/queening.  A

nim
als w

ith dependent young 
m

ay choose to co-parent litters, but requiring them
 to be 

in isolation prevents the benefits of co-parenting by 
effectively m

aking the practice illegal. D
ogs are social 

anim
als and should not be isolated from

 others of their 
species for 2-3 w

eeks because they are in season. There 
is no logical reason for these isolation requirem

ents. 
6.1.1.5 A

nim
als that m

ay be distressed by the presence 
of other dogs or cats, or another species (eg. sheep or 
cattle) m

ust be housed in a m
anner that prevents visual 

contact and m
inim

ises or reduces their ability to sm
ell 

the other anim
als. 

- 
- 

6.1.1. Long haired anim
als m

ust be groom
ed by 

brushing or clipping at a frequency w
hich ensures that 

their health and com
fort is m

aintained. 

- 
- 

6.1.1.7 A
dult anim

als m
ust have the opportunity to 

exercise for at least 30 m
inutes daily, unless being 

treated for significant illness or injury. For dogs, this 
can be provided through training or w

ork activities, or 
allow

ing the anim
al access to an exercise area to run 

freely, or by w
alking them

 on a lead. 

U
nsure. 

It is unclear on how
 an exercise area differs from

 an 
area that the anim

al perm
anently resides. 

6.1.1.8 D
ogs m

ust not be exercised in any w
ay w

hich 
m

ay pose the risk of serious injury, for exam
ple 

attached to a m
otor vehicle, or unsupervised on a 

treadm
ill. 

- 
- 

!
!
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6.1.1.9 A
nim

als m
ust receive environm

ental 
enrichm

ent, recognising the physiological status and 
special needs of differing ages and species, to ensure 
good psychological health. 

R
em

ove section. 
Section is vague, subjective, and unenforceable. 

6.1.1.10 A
nim

als that are unable to feed them
selves 

m
ust only be kept if there are adequate facilities and 

expertise is available for artificial rearing. 

R
em

ove section. 
O

w
ners are already required to provide anim

als w
ith 

“appropriate and adequate” food as per the A
nim

al 
W

elfare A
ct. U

nnecessary to include it in this code. 
6.2.1.1 A

dequate cool, clean, palatable w
ater to m

eet 
the physiological needs of the anim

al m
ust be available 

at all tim
es. 

R
em

ove section. 
A

n individual is already in violation of the A
nim

al 
W

elfare A
ct if they fail to provide an anim

al w
ith 

w
ater. 

6.2.1.2 A
nim

als m
ust receive a balanced and com

plete 
diet w

hich allow
s them

 to m
aintain good health and 

grow
th. Food m

ust be palatable and in a form
 

appropriate to the age and m
edical condition of the 

anim
al. 

R
em

ove section. 
O

w
ners are already required to provide anim

als w
ith 

“appropriate and adequate” food as per the A
nim

al 
W

elfare A
ct. U

nnecessary to include it in this code. 

6.2.1.3 Puppies and kittens under four m
onths of age 

m
ust be offered a sufficient quantity of a balanced and 

com
plete diet at least tw

ice daily, unless receiving 
adequate m

aternal nutrition. 

R
em

ove section. 
O

w
ners are already required to provide anim

als w
ith 

“appropriate and adequate” food as per the A
nim

al 
W

elfare A
ct. U

nnecessary to include it in this code. 

6.2.1.4 A
nim

als that are co-housed w
ith other anim

als 
m

ust be m
onitored during feeding to ensure they all eat 

their ow
n share. 

R
em

ove section. 
O

w
ners are already required to provide anim

als w
ith 

“appropriate and adequate” food as per the A
nim

al 
W

elfare A
ct. U

nnecessary to include it in this code. 
6.2.1.5 Spoiled or stale food m

ust be rem
oved and 

disposed of prom
ptly. 

- 
- 

6.2.1.6 Food and w
ater containers m

ust be rem
oved, 

cleaned and replaced im
m

ediately if noticed to be 
contam

inated by urine, faeces, vom
itus and the like. 

R
em

ove section. 
U

nenforceable, as an individually can sim
ply claim

 that 
the reciprocal ‘w

asn’t noticed’ to be contaim
inated. 

6.2.1.7 Food m
ust be stored to prevent its deterioration 

or contam
ination 

- 
- 

6.3.1.1 A
reas housing anim

als w
ithin a facility m

ust be 
cleaned at least once daily. 

U
nsure. 

Section is vague. W
hat does ‘clean’ extend to? Poop 

scooping, hosing, disinfectant, or others? H
ow

 does this 
apply to hom

e hobby-breeders w
ho have dogs that run 

on porous surfaces? 
!

!
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6.3.1.2 Exercise areas m
ust be m

aintained in a clean 
and healthy state and cleaned before new

 dogs are 
introduced to the area. 

U
nsure. 

Section is vague. W
hat does ‘clean’ extend to? Poop 

scooping, hosing, disinfectant, or others? H
ow

 does this 
apply to hom

e hobby-breeders w
ho have dogs that run 

on porous surfaces? 
6.3.1.3 H

ousing m
ust be disinfected regularly. 

R
em

ove section. 
D

isinfecting regularly is likely to cause the 
developm

ent of resilient bacteria, and have no true 
purpose in m

aintaining cleanliness of a facility. 
6.3.1.4 H

ousing, including exercise yards and bedding, 
w

hich has housed an anim
al afflicted by an infectious 

disease m
ust be disinfected and decontam

inated w
ith an 

appropriate product before a new
 anim

al is introduced 
(or the bedding discarded and replaced entirely). 

- 
- 

6.3.1.5 H
ousing m

ust be cleaned and disinfected before 
new

 anim
als are introduced or before w

helping or 
kittening. 

R
em

ove section. 
D

isinfecting regularly is likely to cause the 
developm

ent of resilient bacteria, and have no true 
purpose in m

aintaining cleanliness of a facility. 
6.3.1.6 B

edding m
ust be cleaned or changed at least 

once daily if soiled, and disinfected at least w
eekly. 

6.3.1.6 B
edding m

ust be cleaned or changed at least 
once daily if soiled. (R

em
oved section”, and 

disinfected at least w
eekly”.) 

D
isinfecting regularly is likely to cause the 

developm
ent of resilient bacteria, and have no true 

purpose in m
aintaining cleanliness of a facility. 

6.3.1.7 Food preparation and storage areas, food and 
w

ater containers and utensils and equipm
ent used in the 

preparation and provision of food m
ust be m

aintained 
in a hygienic state. 

- 
- 

6.3.1.8 C
ollection drains m

ust be cleaned daily. 
U

nsure. 
If no collection drains are present at the facility, how

 
m

ay the ow
ner of the facility m

eet this elem
ent of the 

code? 
6.3.1.9 Litter trays m

ust be checked, scooped and 
replenished daily 

- 
- 

6.3.1.10 Litter trays m
ust be changed, w

ashed and 
disinfected before being allocated to a new

 cat. 
- 

- 

6.3.1.11 Litter trays that are saturated w
ith urine m

ust 
be changed im

m
ediately. 

- 
- 

!
!
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6.4.1.1 A
ll anim

als m
ust be transported in a m

anner 
appropriate for their species, size and age. Incom

patible 
anim

als m
ust be physically separated during transport 

to prevent injury, harm
 or distress. 

- 
- 

6.4.1.2 A
nim

als m
ust not be transported in the boot of a 

car. 
- 

- 

6.4.1.3 V
ehicles m

ust have adequate ventilation and 
shade, sufficient to m

aintain good health and to avoid 
distress. 

- 
- 

6.4.1.4 A
ll vehicles used extensively for the purpose of 

transporting anim
als m

ust be thoroughly cleaned and 
disinfected after use to m

inim
ise the possibility of 

transm
ission of infectious disease agents betw

een 
consignm

ents of anim
als. This does not apply to a 

vehicle used to transport a dog that is being used in the 
droving or tending of stock or is going to, or returning 
from

, a place w
here it w

ill be, or has been, so used. 

R
em

ove section. 
D

isinfecting regularly is likely to cause the 
developm

ent of resilient bacteria, and have no true 
purpose in m

aintaining cleanliness of a facility. Further, 
m

any vehicles are difficult to adequately clean/disinfect 
due to the upholstery. A

dditionally, dogs used for stock 
use should not be exem

pt from
 this section of the code. 

6.4.1.5 The m
inim

um
 exercise requirem

ent of this C
ode 

(6.1.1.7) applies to transported dogs and cats. 
- 

- 

7.1.1.1 A
ll dogs and cats m

ust be inspected at least 
once daily to m

onitor their health and w
ellbeing. The 

person w
ho is inspecting m

ust note all adverse 
observations, for exam

ple if an anim
al is: • not eating • 

not drinking (in the case of kittens/puppies drinking 
m

ilk) • not defecating • not urinating • behaving 
abnorm

ally • unable to m
ove about freely • displaying 

an abnorm
al coat • show

ing any obvious signs of pain, 
injury, illness or distress • suffering any unexpected or 
rapid w

eight loss. 

- 
- 

7.1.1.2 A
ny changes in health status m

ust be prom
ptly 

reported to the person in charge of the facility for 
appropriate action. 

7.1.1.2 A
ny changes in health status m

ust be prom
ptly 

reported to the person in charge of the facility and 
action taken. 

C
hanged from

 passive (‘appropriate action’) to 
assertive (‘and action taken’).  

!
!
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7.1.1.3 If there is evidence that w
helping or kittening 

has com
m

enced (e.g. straining or contracting) and there 
is no progress w

ithin tw
o hours, the bitch or queen m

ust 
be exam

ined by a veterinary practitioner or other 
appropriate rem

edial action taken. 

- 
- 

7.2.1.1 The person in charge of the facility m
ust 

establish liaison w
ith a veterinary practitioner w

ho is 
able to attend to their anim

als and advise on disease 
prevention m

easures. 

- 
- 

7.2.1.2 The contact details for the veterinary 
practitioner m

ust be posted in a location w
hich enables 

staff and visitors to see them
. 

- 
- 

7.2.1.3 A
ppropriate veterinary treatm

ent m
ust be 

provided for sick or injured anim
als. 

- 
- 

7.2.1.4 Perm
ission in w

riting m
ust be obtained from

 the 
ow

ner (or nom
inee if the anim

al is leased at the tim
e of 

acceptance for breeding) authorising the provision of 
necessary veterinary treatm

ent. 

- 
- 

7.2.1.5 D
ogs and puppies m

ust be vaccinated against 
distem

per, hepatitis and parvovirus in accordance w
ith 

the m
anufacturer’s recom

m
endations unless there is 

w
ritten advice from

 a veterinary practitioner not to do 
so. 

R
em

ove section. 
There is significant debate regarding vaccination 
protocols in dogs. In particularly, The A

ustralian 
V

eterinary A
ssociation recom

m
ends tri-annual 

vaccination, yet m
any veterinarians current practice 

against the A
V

A
’s recom

m
endations. D

ue to the 
discrepancies betw

een the A
V

A
, practitioners, and the 

m
anufacturers, it seem

s folly to legislate one particular 
approach. 

7.2.1.6 C
ats and kittens m

ust be vaccinated against 
feline infectious enteritis and feline respiratory disease 
in accordance w

ith the m
anufacturer’s 

recom
m

endations unless there is w
ritten advice from

 a 
veterinary practitioner not to do so. 

R
em

ove section. 
There is significant debate regarding vaccination 
protocols in dogs. In particularly, The A

ustralian 
V

eterinary A
ssociation recom

m
ends tri-annual 

vaccination, yet m
any veterinarians current practice 

against the A
V

A
’s recom

m
endations. D

ue to the 
discrepancies betw

een the A
V

A
, practitioners, and the 

m
anufacturers, it seem

s folly to legislate one particular 
approach. 
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7.2.1.7 A
nim

als know
n or suspected to be suffering 

from
 a significant infectious disease m

ust not be used 
for breeding or be accepted for breeding under lease 
unless under w

ritten approval from
 a veterinary 

practitioner. 

- 
- 

7.2.1.8 Internal and external parasites including fleas, 
lice, ticks, gastrointestinal w

orm
s and heartw

orm
 m

ust 
be controlled through routine and preventative 
treatm

ent as appropriate. 

R
em

ove section. 
A

lready covered by 4.1.4. 

7.3.1.1 If treatm
ent to restore the physical and m

ental 
health of an anim

al w
hile in the facility is im

practical or 
unsuccessful, or if euthanasia is recom

m
ended by a 

veterinary practitioner, the anim
al m

ust be euthanised. 

7.3.1.1 If treatm
ent to restore the physical and m

ental 
health of an anim

al w
hile in the facility is im

practical or 
unsuccessful, the anim

al should be m
oved to a 

facility w
here attendance to its physical and m

ental 
needs is attainable. 

O
w

ners should not be obligated to euthanise anim
als 

(“the anim
al m

ust be euthanised”), nor should this 
approach be legitim

ized in the code. 

7.3.1.2 Euthanasia m
ust be conducted in an area that is 

separated from
 anim

al accom
m

odation at the facility 
and m

ust not be carried out in view
 of any other 

anim
als. 

- 
- 

8.1.1.1 Puppies and kittens m
ust not be sold before they 

are 7 w
eeks of age. 

U
nsure. 

A
nim

als are frequently sold before 7 w
eeks, but do not 

perm
anently vacate the prem

ises before this tim
e. 

Selling anim
als prior to 7 w

eeks m
eans that both the 

buyer and seller has certainty about the puppy’s future, 
and this fore-planning should be encouraged, not out-
law

ed. 
8.1.1.2 N

o anim
al m

ust be sold unless vaccinated in 
com

pliance w
ith the requirem

ents of Section 7.2 of this 
C

ode. 

8.1.1.2 N
o anim

al m
ust be sold unless vaccinated. 

(R
em

oved section: “in com
pliance w

ith the 
requirem

ents of Section 7.2 of this C
ode.”) 

There is significant debate regarding vaccination 
protocols in dogs. In particularly, The A

ustralian 
V

eterinary A
ssociation recom

m
ends tri-annual 

vaccination, yet m
any veterinarians current practice 

against the A
V

A
’s recom

m
endations. D

ue to the 
discrepancies betw

een the A
V

A
, practitioners, and the 

m
anufacturers, it seem

s folly to legislate one particular 
approach. 

8.1.1.3 A
ll anim

als m
ust be treated for internal and 

external parasites prior to sale. 
- 

- 
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8.1.1.4 N
o anim

al suspected of suffering a significant 
illness, injury or disease (including congenital diseases) 
m

ust be sold. 

8.1.1.4 N
o anim

al suspected of suffering a significant 
illness, injury or disease (including congenital diseases) 
m

ust be sold unless the purchaser is provided w
ith 

w
ritten details of its condition prior to sale. 

A
s it is currently w

ritten, breeders are required to either 
keep or euthanise anim

als w
ith illness, injury or 

disease. Steps should be m
ade that reduce euthanasia, 

not increase it. 
8.1.1.5 A

t the tim
e of purchase, clients m

ust be offered 
accurate w

ritten inform
ation at no charge that concerns 

the care of anim
als purchased. 

- 
- 

9.1.1.1 B
itches and queens m

ust not be intentionally 
m

ated during their first oestrous cycle. 
R

em
ove section. 

There is no scientific evidence, anyw
here, that suggests 

that breeding bitches on their first cycle is hazardous to 
the w

ell being of their pups or the dam
. 

9.1.1.2 M
ales and fem

ales m
ust be physically and 

m
entally fit, healthy and free of disease at the tim

e of 
m

ating. 

- 
- 

9.1.1.3 D
uring m

ating, breeding pairs m
ust be isolated 

from
 other anim

als, and m
onitored by the person in 

charge or a com
petent m

em
ber of staff. 

- 
- 

9.1.1.4 B
itches and queens in the latter stages of 

pregnancy m
ust be provided w

ith additional food and 
w

ater, at frequent intervals. 

- 
- 

9.1.1.5 D
uring birthing bitches and queens m

ust be 
isolated from

 other anim
als and m

onitored by the 
person in charge or a com

petent m
em

ber of staff on a 
regular basis to ensure that the birth proceeds in a 
norm

al m
anner. 

- 
- 

9.1.1.6 W
helping bitches m

ust be provided w
ith a 

suitable w
helping box, lined w

ith clean bedding, w
hich 

is changed daily. 

9.1.1.6 W
helping bitches m

ust be provided w
ith a 

suitable w
helping box, lined w

ith clean bedding. 
(Section rem

oved: “, w
hich is changed daily.”) 

C
hanging bedding daily can be stressful to a bitch and 

her pups.  

9.1.1.7 K
ittening queens m

ust be provided w
ith a 

covered kittening box, lined w
ith clean bedding, w

hich 
is changed daily. 

U
nsure. 

Perhaps changing bedding daily is stressful for queens 
and her kittens, too. 

9.1.1.8 A
nim

als that are isolated m
ust be provided w

ith 
additional attention and socialisation to anim

al carers. 
- 

- 

!
!
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9.1.1.9 B
itches m

ust not have m
ore than tw

o litters in 
any eighteen m

onth period, unless w
ith the w

ritten 
approval of a veterinary practitioner. 

R
em

ove section. 
There is no scientific evidence that suggests that having 
m

ore than tw
o litters from

 a bitch in an eighteen m
onth 

period is hazardous to the health of the bitch or to her 
pups. 

9.1.1.10 Q
ueens m

ust not have m
ore than three litters in 

any tw
o year period, unless w

ith the w
ritten approval of 

a veterinary practitioner 

U
nsure. 

Perhaps there is no scientific evidence that m
ultiple 

litters is hazardous to the health of queens and kits, 
either. 

9.1.1.11 Lactating bitches and queens m
ust be provided 

w
ith additional food and w

ater. 
R

em
ove section. 

A
lready covered by 6.2.1.1 and  

9.1.1.12 Lactating bitches and queens m
ust be housed 

in such a m
anner that they are able to escape their 

young. 

R
em

ove section. 
Som

e bitches (and presum
ably queens) are ‘bad 

m
others’ and m

ay inadequately feed their young. If 
they are allow

ed an avenue to escape, they m
ay not 

feed their young, and their young w
ould perish. 

B
reeders should be allow

ed to m
ake choices based on 

the w
elfare of an individual bitch and her young. 

9.1.1.13 K
ittens or puppies m

ust not be separated from
 

their litter or their lactating m
other until they are seven 

w
eeks of age, unless it is in the best interests of the 

puppy or kitten, or their m
other. 

R
em

ove section. 
It is alw

ays in the best interest for puppies to be 
extensively socialised from

 4 w
eeks old, and 

independently to their m
other and other pups. It is in a 

puppy’s best interest to be w
eaned w

ell prior to 8 
w

eeks, w
hen they go to a new

 hom
e. 

9.1.1.14 Puppies and kittens m
ust be m

onitored w
hen 

first offered solid food to ensure that the food is 
acceptable and palatable. 

R
em

ove section.  
O

w
ners are already required to provide anim

als w
ith 

“appropriate and adequate” food as per the A
nim

al 
W

elfare A
ct. U

nnecessary to include it in this code. 
9.1.1.15 Puppies and kittens m

ust be observed to ensure 
they achieve a steady w

eight gain every w
eek. 

R
em

ove section. 
O

w
ners are already required to provide anim

als w
ith 

“appropriate and adequate” food as per the A
nim

al 
W

elfare A
ct. U

nnecessary to include it in this code. 


